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Atomic Energy Act of 1954

Chapter 10 Atomic Energy Licenses (F10E BEFAIRILFTF—F314 2 X)

Sec. 103 Commercial Licenses (51035 BEAHAIS At X)

c. Each such license shall be issued for a specified period, as determined by the Commission,
depending on the type of activity to be licensed, but not exceeding forty years, and may
be renewed upon the expiration of such period.
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(H88) https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/COMPS-1630/pdf/COMPS-1630.pdf

2 If Congress had only intended to prohibit perpetual licenses, it would have been sufficient to state in section 103.C that licenses "shall be issued for a
specified period.” That Congress included a 40-year limit in section 103.C as an additional limiting clause indicates that the opposite was true, viz.,, that
Congress intended a license to have a life of no more than 40 years. The commenter’s view also fails to explain why Congress chose to speak of a license
as being “renewed upon (its) expiration,"” rather than simply indicating that licenses may subsequently be amended to extend the term of the license.
Most importantly, the legislative history belies the claim that the 40-year term was adopted merely to limit perpetual licenses. In fact, the limit was a
compromise between the efforts of the Justice Department and electric cooperatives, who championed a 20-year limit on the basis of antitrust concerns,
and the view of the utility industries that a longer period was necessary to ensure full amortization of a nuclear power plant.
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10 CFR Part 54 REQUIREMENTS FOR RENEWAL OF OPERATING LICENSES FOR NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS

54. 31 Issuance of renewed license (B 74 2 XD FIT)

(b) A renewed license will be issued for a fixed period of time, which is the sum of the additional amount of time
beyond the expiration of the operating license or combined license (not to exceed 20 years) that is requested in a
renewal application plus the remaining number of years on the operating license or combined license currently in
effect. The term of any renewed license may not exceed 40 years.
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